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CHILDREN’S BURIALS & FEES & CHARGES

1. Summary

1.1 To consider revising the Council’s current policy on fees and charges for 
children’s burials and to decide whether to waive charges from 1 April 2019.

2. RECOMMENDATION

2.1 That all Council fees for the burial of children up to 16 years of age who were 
resident in the Borough be waived with effect from 1 April 2019.

2.2    That any consequential financial impact to Bereavement Services be met from 
existing resources.

3. Background and Discussion

3.1. At the meeting of the General Assembly of the Council on 25 February 
2019 a budget amendment was proposed that suggested waiving all 
Council fees relating to the burial of children in order that grieving 
parents be spared this financial burden at such a difficult time.

3.2. Under the Local Authorities’ Cemeteries Order 1977, a burial authority 
may decide as it considers necessary all of its rules and regulations for 
the management of its cemeteries. 

3.3. The Council currently has a large range of fees and charges relating to 
burials that vary according to factors such as grave depth and 
memorial size. For the purposes of these fees and charges, children 
are considered to be from 0 to 16 years of age and adults from 17 
years.

3.4. In most cases, the Council already does not charge for the burial of 
stillborn and up to 12 month old children. However, the Council 
currently does charge for the burial of children over 12 months and up 
to 16 years of age.

3.5. Over the past three years, fourteen children have been buried in 
Council cemeteries with charges applying in half of those sad 
circumstances. 

3.6. It is estimated that the fees and charges related to burial of children 
that are proposed to be waived would amount to approximately £2,600 
per year.
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3.7. It is recommended that the waiving of Council fees and charges should 
apply only to the burial of children who were resident in the Borough.

3.8. In March 2018, Central Government announced the “Children’s Funeral 
Fund for England” under which children’s burial fees will be waived by 
local authorities and met instead by government funding. The fund 
appears to be intended to cover all funeral costs of children up to the 
age of 18 but the fund is not yet operational and further details have 
not yet been forthcoming. 

Any loss of income as a result of the waiving of fees for children’s 
burials would therefore appear to be only temporary and until such a 
time as the fund becomes active.

4. Relationship to the Corporate Plan

Not applicable

5. Financial, legal, staffing and other implications and risk assessments*

Financial Implications If the recommendation is agreed there will be a 
small loss of income to Bereavement Services 
which will need to be met from existing 
resources.

Legal Implications
 

None

Staffing Implications None

Administrative Implications None 

Risk Assessment No uncertainties and/or constraints

6. Details of Exempt Information Category

Not applicable

7. Appendices

           None.
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